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Thanks to each of you 
for your unwavering 
support.

Letter From CEO & Board Chair
Reflecting back on 2024, we are proud of the progress the Arthritis Foundation made on behalf 
of the nearly 60 million people in the U.S. who are diagnosed with arthritis. In this annual report, 
you will see how we have continued to build on our mission and improve the lives of people 
affected by arthritis.  

Over the next several pages, you will learn about our progress in science that strengthens our 
understanding of the different types of arthritis. The advocacy team has been securing incredible 
wins for patients to achieve an ideal model of care. And the accessibility to our patient and 
health care provider resources has proved to be valuable and impactful. 

Looking back on 2024 has given us the opportunity to reflect on how thankful we are to our 
partners, donors, volunteers and patients who made our progress possible. Thanks to each of you 
for your unwavering support as we work together to further our mission of uniting and serving the 
arthritis community. 

With gratitude, 
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PROGRESS IN SCIENCE
In 2024, our science department pushed the boundaries of arthritis research 
and helped shape the future of rheumatology. Through strategic grant 
funding, innovative collaborations and programs designed to grow and 
support the workforce, we advanced discovery in osteoarthritis (OA), juvenile 
arthritis (JA) and other forms of arthritis. Each effort was guided by a single 
goal: bringing science closer to solutions that can transform patients’ lives.

https://www.arthritis.org/


Pioneering the Future of Osteoarthritis Care
Osteoarthritis (OA) is the most common form of arthritis, 
affecting more than 32 million Americans. Often 
associated with aging, OA can also begin early — 
sometimes in adolescence, especially after sports injuries 
or joint trauma. Once it starts, it can steadily worsen, 
limiting movement and quality of life. That’s why the 
Arthritis Foundation is leading the charge with bold 
research aimed at preventing OA, slowing its progression 
and finding better treatments before it takes hold.

In 2024, three flagship initiatives — TOPS, PIKASO and 
the OA Think Tank — laid vital groundwork to reshape 
OA care:

•TOPS (The Osteoarthritis Prevention Study): 
Supported by the Arthritis Foundation along with the 
NIH, TOPS is a four-year clinical trial exploring whether 
a structured program of dietary weight loss, exercise, 
and weight-loss maintenance can prevent knee 
osteoarthritis (OA) in women aged 50 and older with 
obesity. Unlike most OA research, which focuses on 
managing existing disease, TOPS will enroll women who 
do not yet show signs of knee OA. Researchers will track 
joint changes with MRI and assess pain, mobility, 
inflammation, quality of life, and cost-effectiveness to 
gauge the program’s overall impact. If successful, the 
study could shift the focus of OA care from treatment to 
prevention—offering a new strategy to stop this common, 
disabling joint disease before it begins.

•PIKASO (Preventing Injured Knees from 
Osteoarthritis Severity Outcomes): The PIKASO Trial 
(Preventing Injured Knees from Osteoarthritis Severity

Outcomes) is testing whether metformin, a safe and widely 
used diabetes drug, can slow or prevent OA following a 
major knee injury. Supported by the Arthritis Foundation 
and leading experts, this randomized trial will explore 
whether metformin can protect injured knees. Animal and 
human studies suggest it may have disease-modifying 
benefits, and PIKASO could offer a new approach to 
keeping joints healthy after injury.

•OA Think Tank (With AOSSM): The OA Think Tank
brings together leading experts in sports medicine,
orthopedics, and rheumatology to address the most
pressing challenges in osteoarthritis. In 2024, a $500,000 
research grant — sparked by insights from a Shoulder
Osteoarthritis Think Tank held ahead of the AOSSM Annual
Meeting — launched new studies targeting one of the most
common and difficult-to-treat forms of OA.

Together, these initiatives represent a bold shift in OA 
research — moving from managing symptoms after the 
disease is established to stopping OA before it can limit 
lives. By fueling prevention, early detection and innovative 
treatment, the Arthritis Foundation is working to transform 
the outlook for millions living with or at risk for OA.
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 invested in research    
 grants in 2024$12 million

These initiatives 
represent a bold shift 
in OA research.

“�	The individual burden of 
osteoarthritis is tremendous, and 
the burden to the health care system 
is overwhelming.”

— Jason Kim, PhD, Vice President of Osteoarthritis Research Programs 
at the Arthritis Foundation



Advancing Juvenile Arthritis Research
The Arthritis Foundation strengthened our commitment to 
children with juvenile arthritis (JA) through major research 
and training initiatives. Partnering with the Childhood 
Arthritis & Rheumatology Research Alliance (CARRA), the 
Foundation awarded more than $1.6 million in research 
grants — bringing total research grant support since 2016 
to over $8.1 million. These funds drive studies on JA and 
related diseases, exploring causes, improving treatments 
and advancing disease management for kids and teens. 
Additional funding sustains CARRA’s operations and its 
vital Registry.

The Foundation also invests in the future of care. Through 
our partnership with the Pediatric Rheumatology Care & 
Outcomes Improvement Network (PR-COIN), the 2024–
25 Quality Improvement Education Program will train up to 
six pediatric rheumatology fellows in quality improvement 
skills to better serve young patients.

By fueling both groundbreaking science and specialist 
training, the Arthritis Foundation ensures children and families 
affected by JA gain access to better treatments, stronger 
support systems and renewed hope for a healthier future.
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“	By working together, we can 
advance pediatric rheumatology 
research faster to help improve the 
lives of children who have these 
complex conditions.” 

— Mathieu Nelessen, past CEO  
CARRA

Total CARRA-Arthritis 
Foundation research 
grants awarded in 2024

$1.6M+
Total CARRA-Arthritis 
Foundation research grants 
awarded since 2016

$8.1M+

https://www.arthritis.org/


Building an Inclusive Future in Arthritis Care
In many rural and under-served communities, people living 
with arthritis face limited access to specialized care. To 
address this gap, the Arthritis Foundation funded two adult 
fellowship programs in 2024, set to begin in July 2025. 
Notably, the University of Iowa will launch the nation’s first 
designated Rural Rheumatology Health Track, bringing 
expert care to communities that need it most.

The Foundation also strengthened our commitment to 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, contributing $150,000 to 
the American Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Society (AOFAS) 
Foot and Ankle Arthritis Development Program. This national 
initiative provides mentorship and hands-on training to 
medical students and residents from under-represented 
groups, helping build a more inclusive pipeline of arthritis 
specialists and researchers.

Through these investments in education, equity and research, 
the Arthritis Foundation is advancing our mission to ensure 
high-quality arthritis care and innovative treatments are 
available to everyone — no matter where they live.
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$1.6M+ 5% Percentage of all rheumatologists who 
practice in rural areas, even though 20% of 
the U.S. population lives there (Mannion et al., 2024)

Bringing expert  
care to communities  
that need it most. 

“	Taking care of under-served 
populations is our passion. We are 
committed to practicing medicine 
the way it should be, irrespective of 
a patient’s background.”

— Alfredo Rivadeneira, MD, professor of medicine  
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 



Advancing Gout Research: UAB Gout Biobank
Caused by uric acid crystals in the joints, gout is an 
intensely painful form of arthritis. While lifestyle changes 
and medications can help manage symptoms, they don’t 
always provide relief for all patients.

To help, the Arthritis Foundation partnered with the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) to create the Arthritis 
Foundation TRUST Trial Gout Biobank. This unique research 
tool will help researchers collect and analyze biological 
samples that will lead to a better understanding of gout flares, 
gout progression, and how best to run clinical trials in gout.

This work is paving the way for more effective, personalized 
treatments — turning data into insights and offering patients 
hope for more predictable, manageable care.

Turning data into  
insights and offering 
patients hope. 

“	Gout’s like a ninja. It sneaks up on 
you. When you think it’s not doing 
anything, it’s planning and it’s 
sitting there. It’s just waiting for 
an opportunity to hit. So you don’t 
give gout an opportunity.  You do 
everything you can to lower your 
uric acid level.”

	  — Gary Ho, who lives with gout

70% Gout cases are projected to increase by over 
70% from 2020 to 2050, fueled mainly by 
population growth and an aging population. 

 
(GBD 2021 Gout Collaborators. Global, regional, and national burden of gout, 1990-2020, and projections to 2050: a systematic analysis of the Global Burden of Disease 
Study 2021. Lancet Rheumatol 2024;6(8):e507-e517. doi:10.1016/S2665-9913(24)00117-6)  
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LIVING WELL WITH GOUT: JIM’S STORY 
Jim Klososky first mistook his intense toe pain for a break in his 20s, but doctors quickly diagnosed 
gout, preventing long-term joint damage. For years, he managed flares with diet and limited alcohol.
As he got older, he added daily medication to keep attacks at bay. “Men don’t need to be so 
stubborn and assume the pain will just pass,” Jim says. “If you’re in pain, go see a doctor. There’s no 
point in suffering when there are treatments that can help.”

          

  Read more about Jim’s story
 

https://www.arthritis.org/
https://www.arthritis.org/spotlight-stories/profiles/jim-klososky-s-gout-journey
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AMPLIFYING ADVOCACY
2024 was a landmark year for advocacy at the Arthritis Foundation. Across the 
country, we lifted the voices of people living with arthritis, advancing policies, 
shaping legislation and driving progress that improves access to care, supports 
research and strengthens programs for the arthritis community.
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Championing Women’s Health Research
In May — during Arthritis Awareness Month and National 
Women’s Health Week — the Arthritis Foundation proudly 
endorsed the White House Initiative on Women’s Health 
Research. This bold $12 billion federal commitment marks a 
transformative step for millions of women with arthritis.

Women carry a disproportionate burden of arthritis. Yet 
women have long been underrepresented in research, 
leaving critical gaps in understanding how autoimmune 
diseases intersect with reproductive health, midlife 
changes and other women’s health issues.

By voicing our support, we amplified the needs of women 
in our community and underscored the urgency of this 
investment. The initiative’s focus — embedding women’s 
health across federal research, advancing equity in study 
design and funding midlife-related conditions like arthritis — 
directly aligns with our mission.

For every woman with arthritis, this initiative brings 
renewed hope that answers, treatments and breakthroughs 
are within reach.

The Arthritis Foundation 
is 139,962 Advocates 
strong — and growing!

75%  
of people with rheumatoid 
arthritis (RA) are women. (ACR)

STORY OF YES 
From Dismissed to Determined 
When Andrea Reed of North Carolina walked into exam rooms exhausted and in 
pain, doctors focused on her weight instead of listening. Despite a family history of 
autoimmune disease and soaring inflammation markers, her warnings went unheard. 
For years, her undiagnosed seronegative spondyloarthritis silently damaged her spine, 
leaving her in constant pain. Only after years of persistence did she finally get the 
treatment that changed her life. Today, Andrea channels her journey into advocacy 
and wellness, inspiring others — especially women — to push for answers, demand 
better care and never give up on finding relief.   Learn more about Andrea’s story.

https://www.arthritis.org/
https://rheumatology.org/patients/rheumatoid-arthritis
https://www.arthritis.org/news/stories-of-yes/andrea-reed.
https://www.arthritis.org/news/stories-of-yes/andrea-reed


2024 Advocacy Wins: Copay Assistance &  
Safe Step Act Progress
2024 marked major advocacy achievements for people 
with arthritis. The U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services dropped its appeal of a ruling requiring that copay 
assistance count toward insurance deductibles and out-
of-pocket maximums. This decision removes a critical 
obstacle in ending harmful “copay accumulator” policies, 
ensuring patients can afford medications, maintain treatment 
continuity and achieve better health outcomes. The Arthritis 
Foundation played a pivotal role through the All Copays 
Count Coalition, advocating for patients nationwide.

Safe Step Act Gains Momentum

The Safe Step Act, addressing “fail-first” step therapy 
protocols, gained 283 co-sponsors in the 118th Congress. 
Step therapy often delays access to prescribed treatments, 
worsening outcomes for chronic conditions like arthritis. 
The act sets clear timelines and a standardized, transparent 
process to protect the patient-provider relationship. 
With support from more than 200 patient and provider 
organizations, the Foundation continues to push for patient-
first pharmacy benefit manager reform.

Looking Ahead

These victories demonstrate the Arthritis Foundation’s 
dedication to removing barriers — financial and regulatory 
— so people with arthritis can access the treatments they 
need, when they need them.
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“	My hope is renewed for my daughter, 
who suffers from a form of juvenile 
arthritis, so that she will not have to 
unnecessarily continue to try and 
fail on multiple drugs not prescribed 
by her doctors, which would end up 
causing her greater joint damage. I 
know this bill will make a difference 
for so many families like ours.” 

— Maria Floyd, mother of a daughter with JA

15In 2024, the Arthritis Foundation achieved over 15 
state-level legislative victories across the United States, 
addressing critical issues such as step therapy, prior 

authorization and biosimilar substitution.



Generational Impact Award:  
Honoring Abigail Grace
Diagnosed with juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JIA) at age 
6, Abigail Grace turned her journey into activism. Now 
a high school junior balancing rigorous academics, she 
channels her experiences into meaningful action. Through 
her children’s book, “A Chance to Dance,” and the launch 
of B.R.A.V.E. for JIA (Building Respect and Values for 
Everyone), she promotes safety, inclusion and respect for 
all youth. Abigail successfully lobbied for South Carolina 
proclamations recognizing B.R.A.V.E. for JIA Month and 
Juvenile Arthritis Month, and testified on Capitol Hill with the 
Arthritis Foundation, amplifying young voices nationally.

At the 2024 JA Family 
Summit, the Arthritis  
Foundation presented our  
inaugural Generational Impact 
Award to Abigail. This award  
recognizes individuals whose advocacy, 
sparked by personal experience, drives lasting,  
cross-generational change.
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“	Working with the Arthritis 
Foundation has opened my eyes to 
how I can use my voice. And now I 
use my story to advocate.” 

— Abigail Grace, 2024 Generational Impact Award recipient

Advocates in Action: Arthritis Advocates  
sent over 1,000 messages to legislators in 
2024 across 40 unique action campaigns.1,000

https://www.arthritis.org/


A New Toolkit to Power Advocacy
In 2024, we launched the Advocacy Toolkit, designed to 
strengthen and expand our volunteer network. It offers 
step-by-step guidance, sample messages and practical 
resources to ensure Advocates are prepared to engage 
decision-makers confidently. Already, the toolkit is helping 
more individuals turn their passion into progress, making 
advocacy efforts coordinated, accessible and impactful.
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“	I felt empowered by how, simply by 
sharing my arthritis experience, I 
was able to inspire my legislators to 
support our asks.” 

— Macy Coad, Junior Ambassador

We’re helping more 
individuals turn their 
passion into progress. 

15states have enacted new legislation on priority  
arthritis issues, thanks partly to actions driven by  
Arthitis Foundation Advocates.
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
Whether online, on the phone or through social media, people with 
arthritis consistently turn to the Arthritis Foundation for answers, guidance 
and connection. In 2024, demand for reliable information and resources 
continued to grow across every channel. What unites these efforts is a simple 
but powerful goal: making sure every person who needs help can find it in 
the form that works best for them. 

https://www.arthritis.org/


Connecting People, Knowledge and Community
Arthritis Helpline: Personalized Support 

The Arthritis Foundation Helpline continues to be a trusted 
lifeline. In 2024, we handled 11,757 inquiries, guiding 
patients and caregivers through symptoms and connecting 
them to local resources. Speaking directly with trained 
professionals often transforms uncertainty into clarity and 
reassurance — reminding everyone that no one faces 
arthritis alone.

Digital Reach: Expanding Access to Trusted Information 

Our website and podcasts put evidence-based resources 
at people’s fingertips. In 2024, the site saw 23 million 
visits, and podcasts were downloaded 29,000 times. 
Whether someone is newly diagnosed, exploring new 
therapies or seeking healthy lifestyle tips, digital access 
ensures guidance is available anytime, anywhere. 

Social Media Success: Engaging and Connecting Millions 

Social media drives education and connection at scale. 
Highlights in 2024 include:

•World Arthritis Day post: 147,000+ impressions
•Community question post: 28,000 impressions,  

250 comments
•Instagram Reel: 24,000+ impressions
•Paid TikTok promotions during JA Awareness Month:  

3.3 million reached
•Across Facebook and Instagram, we reached  

13.3 million users — each impression representing 
awareness, dialogue, and connection to Foundation 
resources. 

Our Helpline offers 
everything from help 
understanding symptoms 
to direction toward local 
resources.

“	The individual I spoke with was 
professional, open and supportive. 
They provided available Foundation 
information, recommended additional 
resources and were attentive to my 
questions and concerns. I genuinely 
appreciated the conversation.” 

— Helpline caller
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23 million website visits in 2024



Direct Educational Programs: In Person and Online 

The Arthritis Foundation continued to expand direct 
educational programming in 2024. In-person patient 
education events grew 22%, reflecting renewed interest 
in face-to-face learning. 69% of webinar participants 
reported great confidence in managing their arthritis. These 
programs provide not just information, but also community, 
giving participants the chance to share experiences, ask 
questions and gain confidence in managing arthritis.

Living Well Event Series: Focused, Impactful Learning

The Living Well series adopted a strategy of fewer, higher-
impact gatherings, allowing for deeper engagement with 
local communities and intentional outreach to under-served 
populations, including lower-income and minority groups. 
Sessions covered topics from inflammatory arthritis and 

osteoarthritis to gout, pain management and life skills — all 
designed to help participants maintain independence and 
improve quality of life. Each event emphasized practical 
tools, guidance and connection, reinforcing the Foundation’s 
commitment to empowering people living with arthritis. 

“	Ever since I got involved with the 
Arthritis Foundation and met 
others with arthritis, there’s this 
connection. You’re connected 
through a shared experience.”

— Jake Anderson, MD, pediatric rheumatologist 

ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION 2024 ANNUAL REPORT16



BUILDING STRONG,  
CONNECTED  
COMMUNITIES  
Overcoming arthritis isn’t just about medical breakthroughs. It’s also about fostering 
strong, supportive communities where every person affected has the chance to 
connect, be heard and thrive. In 2024, community-driven efforts — from fundraising 
events to JA camps and Connect Groups — proved once again that when people come 
together, they can spark hope, raise awareness and drive meaningful change. 
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Community Events: Connecting, Inspiring &   
Driving Change
Community fundraising events are at the heart of the Arthritis 
Foundation’s outreach. They not only raise essential funds 
for research and support but also create shared experiences 
that bind people together. For many, attending a Foundation 
event is the first time they meet someone else with arthritis — 
a moment of recognition and relief that can be life-changing. 

In 2024, more than 81,000 people joined forces through 
Foundation events: 
•59 Jingle Bell Run events 
•54 Walk to Cure  

Arthritis events 

•30 marquee gatherings 
•15 other special 

fundraising events

Every step, stride and shared story contributes to a growing 
movement of support and awareness.

STORY OF YES 
Riding for a Cause 
For Sheila Cline, arthritis once forced her to hang up her bike and leave behind the 
active lifestyle she loved. But after receiving an e-bike, Sheila discovered a new way 
to reclaim her health and passion for cycling. Today, she is not only back on the road 
but also participating in the Arthritis Cycling Experience, raising funds and awareness 
for the nearly 60 million people living with arthritis in the U.S. 

Inspired by her daughter’s own journey with juvenile arthritis, Sheila has transformed 
her challenge into motivation for others: proof that even in the face of pain, it is 
possible to move forward — and ride for something bigger.   Read Sheila’s story.

“	It’s become a tradition for my 
family! We walk together to honor 
my father-in-law (who has arthritis 
and ‘jingles in his jammies’)!”

— Jingle Bell Run participant

ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION 2024 ANNUAL REPORT18

81,000Number of people who attended 
Foundation fundraising events 

https://www.arthritis.org/news/stories-of-yes/sheila-cline-rides-her-way-to-fight-arthritis


STORY OF YES 
From JA Camp to National Honoree
At age 7, Grady’s swollen leg led to a JA diagnosis and years of flares, injections 
and daily pain. Finding JA camp transformed his outlook, giving him confidence, 
friendships and a true sense of belonging. Inspired by that experience, his team — 
The Grady Bunch — raised more than $100,000 at Walk to Cure Arthritis. 

At age 15, Grady was honored in 2024 as a national youth honoree, a role in 
which he continues to inspire others to stay strong, stay active and keep working 
toward a cure.   Learn more about Grady’s story.
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https://www.arthritis.org/news/stories-of-yes/grady-whiteford


Uniting Families, Empowering Lives   
The 2024 JA Family Summit exemplified the spirit of 
empowerment. Held in St. Louis, the Summit brought 
together 518 attendees, including 108 youth with juvenile 
arthritis (JA) and 275 family members and caregivers. Over 
several days, families participated in workshops, support 
groups and fun activities — experiences that helped them 
feel connected, hopeful and confident. 

Survey results illustrate the impact: 

•90% of families felt more empowered.
•85% felt more hopeful.
•90% felt more connected to other JA families.
•86% reported greater confidence in managing their 

child’s arthritis.
•59% learned new ways to help their child manage pain.

Beyond the numbers, the Summit is about building 
community. Lifelong friendships are formed, families leave 
with new tools and resources, and children gain confidence 
in living with JA. It is a turning point for many families, 
offering strength, knowledge and a sense of belonging.

JA camp registrations increased 30% from 2023 to 
2024, ensuring more young people could experience 
the transformative impact of JA camp. Camp Esperanza 
provided bilingual support for Spanish-speaking families, 
ensuring equal access to resources and community 
connections. More broadly, diversity, equity and inclusion 
strategies guided efforts to reach families who may have 
previously lacked opportunities to engage.

“	When my daughter was first 
diagnosed, it was easy to feel alone. 
Through my work on the JA Family 
Summit, I’m able to help bring 
families together. We’re in this 
journey together.”

— Corinne Pinter, JA Family Summit volunteer

ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION 2024 ANNUAL REPORT20



Live Yes! Connect Groups: Sustaining Lifelong Bonds
Beyond large events, the Arthritis Foundation’s Live Yes! 
Connect Groups offer ongoing support through smaller, 
more topic-specific gatherings. In 2024, these groups 
grew by 15%, with 71 groups nationwide, including both 
national and local options. 

Whether in person or virtually, participants came away 
engaged in meetings led by nearly 100 trained facilitators. 
Survey feedback showed the power of these connections: 
•72% felt more connected to others like themselves.
•63% felt more confident in managing their arthritis.
•59% felt more hopeful about the future.
•55% learned new ways to manage their pain.

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2025: DELIVERING ON OUR MISSION
In 2024, we expanded our reach — and in 2025, we’re aiming even higher. With partners, community outreach and the passion 
of our volunteers, we’ll connect more people than ever through local groups and virtual education events. Every step forward will 
keep diversity, equity and inclusion at the center, ensuring our mission programs reach and uplift everyone living with arthritis. 

“	I enjoy volunteering as a Live Yes! 
Connect Group facilitator because 
it brings me joy to help others with 
arthritis. Being a facilitator has 
given me an opportunity to meet 
some amazing people who have 
become lifelong friends and family.”

— Tiffany Crawford, Oklahoma City Connect Group
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71Connect Groups are available nationwide — 
virtually and in-person 



2024  
Corporate  
Partners  
Pioneer $1M–$1.49M
Amgen
 
Pacesetter $500K–$999K 
AbbVie 
Alpha Omicron Pi  
Johnson & Johnson Innovative Medicine 
Novartis 
Zoetis 

Signature $250K–$499K 
Bristol Myers Squibb 
Pfizer 

Catalyst $100K–$249K 
1MD Nutrition  
Aleve 
Boehringer Ingelheim 
DePuy Synthes 
Eli Lilly & Company 
Genentech 
Haleon 
Hospital for Special Surgery 
Kenvue 
Move Free 
Novo Nordisk 
NYU Langone Health 
Sanofi 
Stater Bros. Charities 
Tylenol 
UCB 
Walgreens Family of Companies 
Zoetis 

Donors 
 
Visionary $1M+ 
Lee & Lisa Bloom 

Investor $250,000 - $999,999 
American Orthopaedic Foundation 
Harry & Carol Saal Family Fund 

Champion $50,000 - $249,999 
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals 
Llewellyn Burchell Charitable Trust
Paul Butler  
Victor J. Cooney 
Creating Healthier Communities (CHC)
Donnini-Rudolph Family Foundation
Earth & Humanity 
Emily’s Pink Team  
The Fama Family Charitable Fund 
Sam J. Frankino Foundation 
Elizabeth Hofert-Dailey Trust
Honda USA Foundation 
Independent Order of Oddfellows 
Harry & Yvonne Lenart Charitable 
Foundation 

Lupus Foundation 
Marilyn Meier 
Fredericka Meyer Charitable Trust 
William T. Morris Foundation 
Northside Hospital 
Rizzo Family Foundation 
Roy H. & Natalie C. Roberts Family 
Foundation 

The Taylor Family Giving Fund 
UPMC 
James & Virginia Wheeler Foundation 

Mission Connector $10,000 - $49,999 
Abby’s Army 
AcruxKC 
Adams Krek LLP 
Advanced Pain Care 
Alexion Pharmaceuticals 
Altus Biologics
American Direct Marketing 
American Direct Marketing Resources  
Anonymous 
Anonymous - National Philanthropic Trust  
Arizona Arthritis & Rheumatology 
Research 

Arkansas Blue Cross & Blue Shield 
Arthritis & Osteoporosis Consultants of 
the Carolinas 

Arthritis Associates PA 
Atlanta Hawks  
Atlanta Office Technologies 
Atlanta Spine Institute 
BDO USA LLP 
Beacon Orthopaedic Partners MSO 
Marty Bichelmeyer 
Big Cartel  
Biotechnology Innovation Organization 
Bioventus  
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation 
Briana Bloom 
Donald Bolia 
Paul & Megan Bost 
Dr. Mark Box 
Shelley Boyce
Stephen & Valerie Boyle Foundation  
H. Max & Letha L. Brown Fund – 
Collier Community Foundation 

Burke-Nath Family Foundation 
Busy Beaver Fund  
Edwin & Joyce Calvert Fund 
Cambria Tourism County of San Luis Obispo 
Capital Federal Foundation 
Capital Performance 
Capital Real Estate Group  
The Caring Foundation 
Carondelet Rheumatology  
Ron & Jeanie Carson 
Tara Casey 
Central Indiana Orthopedics 
Ben Chandler 
Dr. Rowland Chang 
Scott Chatterton 
Chickasaw Nation Department of Commerce  
Chick-fil-A 
The Christ Hospital 
Cigna Health & Life Insurance Company 
Cincinnati Concours d’Elegance Foundation 
The Michael S. Ciskowski Legacy Fund 
City of Dublin 
Clark/Gentry Charitable 
Coalson Charitable Gift 
Colorado Gives Foundation 
Columbia University Medical Center 
Combined Health Agencies Drive 
Jeff Concepcion 
Confluent Health 
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Constellation Brands 
Constance M. Cooper Charitable 
Foundation 

Costco Wholesale 
John & Maurine Cox Foundation 
Karyn & Charles Crisp Charitable Fund 
Joyce Croft 
Mary Crow 
Rosanette Cullen 
Charles H. Dater Foundation 
Susan Davidowitz 
Debicki Foundation 
Melissa & John DeLeon 
Avery Dennison Foundation 
Nina Depaola 
Jean Dewdney 
Sid Dinsdale 
DJD Medical  
George S. & Dolores Dore Eccles 
Foundation 

Russell H. & Beatrice A. Dornbos Fund 
Elizur Corp. 
Encompass Health Corporation 
Charles Ewert Family Fund 
Figgie Family Charitable Foundation Inc.  
First Hawaiian Bank 
First National Bank of Pennsylvania 
Shannon Francois 
Gerald & Roberta Franklin Charitable Trust 
Mr. M. R. Franklin 
Carlyle Fraser
Frito Lay 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
Give Lively Foundation 
John & Marcia Goldman 
Google  
Gary & Cindy Greiwe 
Ashraf Habibullah 
Hackensack Meridian Health 
Hansgrohe USA 
Hawaii Pacific Health 
The Frank J. & Evelyn C. Haynes Family 
Charitable Trust

Heider Family Foundation 
John Heller 
Michael & Katherine Hellman 
HEMIC Foundation 
Hogan Family Foundation 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Homestead Baking Company 
Honda Marysville 

The Houghon Foundation 
Lee & JoAnn Howley  
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation 
Horace C. Hunt Memorial 
Sher Hurlburt & Rob Lane 
IOH Class B Units 
IVX Health 
Ivy Rehab Network 
Dr. Robert Jackson 
Roger Jamieson 
Jewett Orthopaedics 
The JL Smith Group Inc. 
Robert E. Jones Foundation 
Roger Joyce 
Kris A. Keydel & Janet Garber 
Robert S. & Dorothy J. Keyser Foundation 
Franklin Kling 
Kors Le Pere Foundation 
Carolyn B. LaBar 
Laverne Larkin 
Marilyn Lichtman Foundation 
Lin Family 
LocumTenens.com 
Lorenz Family 
Robert Loughny 
Millie Luing Foundation Inc. 
Lukis Foundation 
M&T Bank 
The Andrew J. & Joyce D. Mandell Family 
Foundation 

Ronald Marcum 
Mark Anthony Brands 
Mass General Brigham 
Forvis Mavars 
Donna & Harry B. McDonald 
Charitable Trust 

McDonough Family 
Richard McGinnis 
Megdal Family Fund 
Meijer 
Meridian Institute of Surgical Assisting 
Meyer Foundation 
Michael G. Mills  
David Minkin Foundation 
Minter Orthopaedics 
Mirus  
Monster Energy Cares 
Matthew & Heidi Mooney 
Harry C. Moores Foundation 
Moose Association 
Albertine K. Moran Fund

Morgenstern Trust 
MTI Events 
Muse Freight  
New York Life 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital 
NJM Insurance Group 
Norcliffe Foundation 
Asghar Nosrati 
Nugget Fund 
Omaha Community Foundation 
Orlando Health 
OrthoArizona 
Orthopedic & Sports Medicine 
Specialists 

Jodi Pace 
Chuck Papageorge 
Amanda Parks 
Linda Paulhamus 
The Peabody Foundation 
Edd Pedro 
Porzio, Bromberg & Newman 
Eloise Pound 
Patricia Pratt 
Providence Health & Services 
Russell & Lillian Quarles Charitable 
The Queen’s Health System 
Isla Reckling 
Red Bull North America 
Reese Family 
Hanne Reiser 
Renewal by Andersen of San Francisco  
Thomas Rennie MD 
Reynolds Family Foundation 
Rheumatology Associates of South Texas 
Rice Family Fund 
Laura Robbins 
Nora Roberts Foundation 
Robertson Family Foundation 
Rockhill Orthopaedic Specialists - 
Saint Luke’s  

Richard Roessler 
Ronald & Diane Roschi Fund at Greater 
Milwaukee Foundation

Moses B. & Ann Rosenauer Fund 
Rothman Orthopaedic Institute 
Joan & Paul Rubschlager 
RWJBarnabas Health
St. Elizabeth Healthcare  
Hilary Sakita 
Sandia Resort & Casino 
Sani Family Foundation 
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Linda Schnell 
The Thomas P. & Cynthia D. Sculco 
Foundation 

Sentry Management 
Ann Shapiro 
Shurtz Family 
Susan Silhol 
Patti & Stanley Silver Fund 
Sidney, Milton & Leoma Simon 
Foundation 

Simply Healthcare Plans 
Connie Sinclair 
Phillip Skinner 
Christine Smith 
Walter & Christine Smith
Smith & Nephew 
Dorothy D. Smith Charitable Foundation 
American Direct Marketing  
W. Harold & Gladys E. Smith Fund - 
The Columbus Foundation 

The Snyder Fund 
Jan Sorensen 
Spaulding Foundation 
Spudman Charitable Trust  
Margaret Rawls Stancil Endowment 
William & Jarona Stevens 
Dennis Stover 
Trevor Strohman 
Stryker 
Surplus Line Association of Arizona 
Foundation 

Hassan Taher 
Tampa General Hospital 
Texas Orthopedic Hospital 
Three Ninety Seven Charitable 
The Tierney Family Foundation Inc. 
TRC 
Marion Carlson & Robert Pinckney 
Tucker Jr. Foundation 

UAB Medical West 
UCLA Medical Center 
University of Tennessee Medical Center 
University Orthopedics 
Mike Valade 
Valero Energy 
Varnum De Rose Charitable  
Louis Viereck Fund – 
The Columbus Foundation 

Nathan & Esther K. Wagner Family 
Foundation

Linda Wagner-Weiner 

Alena Warren 
Washington University in St. Louis 
The Wawa Foundation 
Graham Welsh 
W. Hayes Wilson MD  
Mary Winkel 
James & Susan Zager 
ZB Wisco 
Paul & Eleanor Ziegelmaier 
Zimmer Biomet 
Zwerling Family Fund
 

2024 Bequests 
$500,000 and above 
David Blackburn 
Shirley Burns Conroy 
Gayla Jean George 
Arlene Harrison 
Elmer Glenn Kindle 
Tonda Olson 
Elvin Richter 
Donald Wyan 

$100,000 - $499,999 
Barbara Arnaelsteen 
Clayton Bollack 
Ann Bornholdt 
Clair Bowen 
Winifred Bush 
Virginia Butherus 
Carmen Joseph Ceraolo 
CGA Termination
Paul Coble 
Havard Davis 
Mary Ann Defeo 
Frank Dezomba 
Donald Emslie 
Eileen V. Gilbert 
Doris Blum Gorelick 
Ruth Harbin 
Carol Henneman 
Irene Louise Hilaire 
Jerome C. Hill 
June Marilyn Holstad 
 
David Jenkins 
Linda Kelley 
Mary McCloskey 

Joseph Mealey 
Suzanne Morys 
Patricia Ann Norman 
James Peterson 
Theodore Schwarz 
Elizabeth Smallfelt 
Francine Solomon 
Matilda Spodnewski 
Midred Sudarsky 
Anna Lee Summers 
Roberta June Tyler 
Norine Walker 
Virginia Ann Werner 
Carl Whittington 
Norma Wood 
Janet Ziemak 
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2024 Leadership Officers & Board of Directors
STEVEN TAYLOR 
President & CEO, Georgia 

MATT MOONEY 
Chair, Georgia 

DENNIS EHLING 
Vice Chair, California 

WINELL BELFONTE 
Treasurer, Maryland 

HELEN KING 
Secretary, Pennsylvania 

FRANK LONGOBARDI 
Immediate Past Chair, Florida 

 
Board of Directors

MARK BOX, MD 
Kansas

MARY CROW, MD  
New York

ROBIN DORE, MD 
California

DAVID FELSON, MD  
Massachusetts

MARK FROIMSON, MD  
Ohio

TONYA HORTON, PHD  
New Jersey

WESLEY MIZUTANI, MD  
California

PAULO PINHO, MD  
New Jersey

ROBERT SANTIAGO  
Massachusetts

JENNIFER TONNING  
New Hampshire

Executive Leadership Team

STEVEN TAYLOR 
President & CEO 

KATIE BOBIN 
Senior Vice President,  
Field Management 
 
SHERIESE DEFRUSCIO 
Vice President, 
Strategic Engagement

VICTORIA FUNG, MPH 
Chief Mission & Strategy Officer 

CATHY HOOD 
Senior Vice President, People  
Operations & Facilities Management 

KEITH MEADE 
Senior Vice President, Constituent  
Strategies & Operations

MICHAEL PRIVETTE 
Chief Development Officer 

SABRINA SEXTON 
Chief Marketing Officer 

 
Regional Leadership 

ANGIE BILLINGSLEY 
Region Vice President, Central 
West Region 

LEANNE GRECO 
Region Vice President, East Region 

MELISSA HUGHEY 
Region Vice President, Southeast Region 

STEVE ROCK 
Region Vice President, Central East Region 

ANNA RYAN 
Region Vice President, West Region 
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2024 Revenue
In 2024, the Arthritis Foundation invested over $38.1 million dollars in research and public health education.

EXPENSES $65.2M 100%

Public Health Education 22.1 34%

Patient & Community Services 11.5 18%

Research 16 24%

Fundraising 8 12%

Management & General 6.4 10%

Professional Education & Training 1.2 2%

REVENUE & PUBLIC SUPPORT $54.7M 100%

Contributions* 21.2 32%

Special Event (net) 10.1 15%

Bequests 21.1 33%

Government Grants & Other Income 2.3 4%

Subtotal & Other Income $65.8M

Investments & Other Non-Operating Income 11.1 16%

Net Assets End-Of-Year: $203.9M
*Includes $4.6M in pharmaceutical, biotechnology and medical device 
corporate support, representing 7% of total organization revenue.

4%
16%

32%

15%

33%
Contributions

Special Events

Bequests

Government Grants and Other Income

Investments and Other Non-Operating Income
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www.arthritis.org

http://www.arthritis.org
https://www.arthritis.org/
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