
Ambassador Briefing
November 2019



Welcome & Introductions

Julie Eller
Manager of Grassroots 

Advocacy
jeller@arthritis.org

Anna Hyde
Vice President,

Advocacy & Access
ahyde@arthritis.org



2018 Platinum Ambassador
Awards

November & December
Activities

Today’s Call

2018 Midterm Election Recap



Questions

Throughout the Webinar, 
please use the chat or Q&A 

feature to send us your 
questions

At the end of the webinar 
we’ll address them!



The 2018 Mid Term Election
What the election results mean for 2019
Anna Hyde



Looking Back on 2018



Your Stories in Action



83 new members of the 
House and Senate 
coming into 2019

Republicans grew their 
Senate majority (races 

stand at 52-46) with AZ 
and MS outstanding

Democrats win a majority 
in the House (races stand 
at 222-196) with several 

districts outstanding

19 members of the 
Arthritis Caucus lost their 

seats, retired, or were 
elevated to the Senate

2018 Midterm Election | Federal



7 Governors flipped from 
Republican to Democrat: Maine, 

Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Kansas, New Mexico, and 

Nevada

6 new states have legislatures + 
Governor all Democratically 
controlled: NV, NM, CO, IL, 

ME, NY

Chamber Flips Impacting AF 
Policy Priorities: 

NY Senate | Mid-year 
formulary changes

ME Senate | Step therapy

Relevant ballot initiatives are as 
follows:
o Utah, Idaho, and Nebraska approved 

Medicaid expansion
o CA approved $1.5 billion in new 

children’s hospital bonds, which could 
help pediatric rheumatology

2018 Midterm Election | State



The 2018 Platinum 
Ambassador Awards
Congratulations to our 67 Platinum 
Ambassadors!
Julie Eller



arthritis.org/advocate

2018 Platinum Ambassadors



Platinum Ambassador 
Requirements for 2019

10 Regular Ambassador Activities

Complete 4 Bonus Activities

Fundraise a minimum $1,000 for 
the Arthritis Foundation



Empowered Advocacy Travel 
Awards

This year’s Advocacy Summit 
seeks to develop your 

leadership skills in Advocacy. 

Save the Date
Live Yes! | Advocacy Summit

March 11-12, 2019
Renaissance Capitol View 

Arlington Hotel



What information do I need to apply for a 
Empowered Advocacy travel award?

Taking the Empowered Advocacy Course and completing the application should 
only take about 45 minutes.

You’ll be asked to share your advocacy story in 300 words or less. Think about this 
ahead of time or have it written in a word document to copy and paste into the 
application. 

The deadline to apply for a travel award is December 5, 2018. No incomplete or 
late applications will be accepted. 



Ambassador Activities
November and December
Julie Eller



Pediatric Loan Repayment



Jingle Bell Run



Open Enrollment Promotion

Promote & participate in the
Open Enrollment Twitter Chat!

November 28, 2019

3 pm eastern



Advocacy in Action Online Community

Step 1: Sign up for the Online 
Forum

Step 2: Participate in the 
Advocacy in Action Forum

Start a thread, contribute to a 
discussion, make a new 

friend!

3 posts = one Ambassador 
activity!



Questions

Throughout the Webinar, 
please use the chat or Q&A 

feature to send us your 
questions

At the end of the webinar 
we’ll address them!



Thank you!

Please contact Julie Eller with any questions

jeller@arthritis.org
202-843-0094
@JulieEllerAF
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