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2026 Arthritis Foundation
Advocacy Priorities

2026 will see the continuation of the 119th Congress and federal and state elections.
Our Advocates will have opportunities to use the power of their stories to make an

impact and we will continue to pursue bold policy priorities all year long

Federal Advocacy
We will work with the 119th Congress to ensure arthritis is a major public health priority,
expanding patient access to treatments and increasing funding for federal arthritis research by:  

Grassroots Advocacy
Our Advocates will fuel efforts through the power of their stories. We will provide new
opportunities to take action and advocate in 2026 by:

Increasing co-sponsorship for the Safe Step Act, PBM Reform, and HELP Copays Act 

Working to secure strong support for arthritis research and program funding  

Increasing patient engagement in Administration priorities   

State Advocacy
We will work in states to improve access to care for people living with arthritis by:

Expanding the map of new laws to restrict copay accumulators that prevent copayment

assistance from counting toward a patient’s deductible and out of pocket costs

Ensuring coverage for biomarker testing to both diagnose and treat arthritis

Working to maintain eligibility for patients on Medicaid. 

Elevating Wisconsin, Washington, Tennessee, Michigan, North Carolina, and Nebraska

as our priority states for focused advocacy and engagement.

Recruiting and engaging advocates in key states and districts while expanding visibility at

all Arthritis Foundation events.

Growing the availability of trainings and resources, including diverse educational

webinars and enhancements to the digital advocate experience.

Strengthening the advocate pipeline by building on the Junior Ambassador Program and

completing the second year of the Platinum Ambassador cycle to welcome new leaders.


