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I. Welcome & Update on Reporting In your activity
Kimberly Beer, Director of Advocacy
Laurie Markle, Grassroots Advocacy Manager

II. Issue Expert Training: Public Private Partnerships at the NIH
Jennifer Griffiths, PhD, Chief Mission Officer, Arthritis Foundation

III. April Ambassador Assignment: Invite your HLA to participate in a 
Congressional Briefing

Laurie Markle, Grassroots Advocacy Manager
IV. The Value of Persistence 

Kimberly Gent, CO Ambassador 
Carol Arbaczewski, OH Ambassador

V. Arthritis Action Month Update
Laurie Markle, Grassroots Advocacy Manager

VI. Arthritis Walk: Advocacy Recruitment
Amy Barron, National Mission Delivery Chair, Arthritis Walk
Laurie Markle, Grassroots Advocacy Manager

AGENDA
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CHANGES AT THE AF

KIMBERLY BEER
Director, Advocacy

Public Health Policy & Advocacy
Arthritis Foundation
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REPORTING IN ACTIVITY

LAURIE MARKLE
Manager, Grassroots Advocacy
Public Health Policy & Advocacy

Arthritis Foundation
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REPORTING IN ACTIVITY
www.arthritis.org/ambassador_assignment

5



PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS @ NIH

JENNIFER GRIFFITHS, PHD
Chief Mission Officer
Arthritis Foundation
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APRIL AMBASSADOR ASSIGNMENT
ASK YOUR HLA TO PARTICIPATE IN A CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING
ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING

• Why: To educate congressional staff on the importance of public-private partnerships. 
Awareness raising and support for research.

• What: The Value of NIH Public-Private Partnerships in Advancing Treatment for 
Rheumatoid Arthritis 

• When: Thursday, May 9th, 12-1PM
• Where: Cannon 122
• Who: Sponsored by the Congressional Arthritis Caucus (supported by the AF, American 

Society of Clinical Rheumatologists, Personalized Medicine Coalition)
• RSVP: To RSVP, please contact Jennifer Leib at jleib@dc-crd.com or at (202) 484-1100. 
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APRIL AMBASSADOR ASSIGNMENT
ASK YOUR HLA TO PARTICIPATE IN A CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING
TWO STEPS TO INVITING YOUR HLA TO AN EVENT:

1. Email
2. Call

Email
Hi XXXX,

I hope this finds you well! May is Arthritis Action month and in recognition, the Congressional Arthritis Caucus 
is hosting a briefing on May 9th titled, “The Value of NIH Public-Private Partnerships in Advancing Treatment 
for Rheumatoid Arthritis.” Event information is below, do you think you will be able to attend? I would love to 
have someone from Rep. XXX’s office at the event! 

What: The Value of NIH Public-Private Partnerships in Advancing Treatment for Rheumatoid Arthritis 
When: Thursday, May 9th, 12-1PM
Where: Cannon 122
Who: Sponsored by the Congressional Arthritis Caucus in partnership with the Arthritis Foundation, American 
Society of Clinical Rheumatologists, and the Personalized Medicine Coalition
RSVP: To RSVP, please contact Jennifer Leib at jleib@dc-crd.com or at (202) 484-1100. 

Thanks very much for your support,

Name
Address
Email
Phone
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APRIL AMBASSADOR ASSIGNMENT
ASK YOUR HLA TO PARTICIPATE IN A CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING
TWO STEPS TO INVITING YOUR HLA TO AN EVENT:

1. Email
2. Call

Call

Hi XXXX,
This is [your name] from [your city]. I’m calling today to follow up on an email I sent 
two days requesting your attendance at a Congressional Briefing scheduled May 9th

from 12-1PM titled, “The Value of NIH Public-Private Partnerships in Advancing 
Treatment for Rheumatoid Arthritis.” I will love to have someone from the office 
attend the event. Can you please let me know if someone will be there? I can be 
reached via email at XXXX or phone at XXXX. Thanks very much!
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APRIL AMBASSADOR ASSIGNMENT
REPORTING YOUR ACTIVITY

TO RECEIVE CREDIT: 

Bcc: lmarkle@arthritis.org on your email.

IF YOUR HLA CAN ATTEND:

Encourage them to RSVP to Jennifer Leib at jleib@dc-crd.com or (202) 484-1100.

ALSO 

Email lmarkle@arthritis.org and inform me of the name of the person attending and 
the office they represent.
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THE VALUE OF PERSISTENCE

KIMBERLY GENT
Colorado Arthritis Ambassador
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THE VALUE OF PERSISTENCE

CAROL ARBACZEWSKI
Ohio Arthritis Ambassador

12



ARTHRITIS ACTION MONTH UPDATE
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (TENTATIVE)

May 9: Congressional Briefing “The Value of NIH Public-Private Partnerships in Advancing 
Treatment for Rheumatoid Arthritis.”

May 1: Action Alert – Requesting Members of Congress to make a statement on the floor 
about arthritis month or submit a press release to help raise awareness about arthritis. 

May TBD: Caucus circulates a Dear Colleague letter asking their peers to join the arthritis 
caucus. 

May 14: Action Alert – Ask Representative to join arthritis caucus. 

May 21: Action Alert – Call in Day to the Senate requesting support for Pediatric 
Subspecialty Loan Repayment program. 

ONGOING: Tracking Caucus membership & floor statements and sending constituents a 
“thank you” alert.
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ARTHRITIS WALK

AMY BARRON
Ohio Arthritis Ambassador

National Mission Delivery Chair, Arthritis Walk

ADVOCACY RECRUITMENT
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ARTHRITIS WALK
ADVOCACY RECRUITMENT
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AMBASSADOR BRIEFING
RECAP / ACTION PLAN

NOW: Email your HLA using draft language available at 
www.arthritis.org/ambassador_assignment. Be sure to BCC lmarkle@arthritis.org

IN TWO DAYS: If you haven’t heard back, call your HLA and follow up on the request.

IF THEY PLAN TO ATTEND: Ask them to RSVP to Jennifer Leib and also forward their info 
on to me.

DURING MAY: Anticipate action alerts! Add your personal story to the alert language. 

TRY TO: Volunteer to recruit advocates at your local Arthritis Walk. 

IF YOU’RE NEW: Join us at 4PM for the New Ambassador Orientation!
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